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Father Sam’s Forum 
 

ow appropriate that my final weekend here finds 
this gospel passage from John, where Jesus, at 
the Last Supper, prays for his disciples. Jesus 

was going to his death and glorification. He wanted to ask 
a blessing and God's protection on his followers, who 
would take the message and spread it. 
 
I too, want to ask God’s blessing on all of you, even as I 
encourage you to continue to share the Good News of 
Jesus’ message. This is the hard part. Leaving behind the 
people who have become such a big part of my identity is 
not going to be easy, even though I look forward to this 
new assignment as a chance to use my gifts once again to 
build up God's reign. When I was asked to accept the 
appointment to Good Samaritan, there was some fear and 
apprehension. How could there not be given the state of 
the parish and all that had taken place? Taking on St. 
John's was much easier because the area and people had 
become familiar and I knew what to expect. 
 
Like Jesus in the gospel today, this is a time to say thank 
you to everyone who for better or worse has helped me 
along my own spiritual journey in these six years. What a 
tremendous opportunity these appointments have been 

for growth and 
learning. As in every 
circumstance there 
have been mistakes 
and I apologize 
sincerely if I have 
offended anyone. 
Sometimes hard 

decisions had to be made for the good of the whole 
parish and that is exactly what I tried to do, consider the 
good of the whole. My own motto as pastor was found in 
the Book of Proverbs, 29:18, where there is no 
vision, the people perish.  
 

Many of you have expressed dismay that I am moving 
and wonder about the future. I promise to keep my eye 
on this part of the world and know that Fr. O'Connor 
will continue to move ahead with what is best for the two 
parishes even as Envisioning Ministry continues in our 
diocese. Don't be afraid to face the future. You have 
embraced the changes necessary over time and if I leave 
you with anything it is that God remains in charge, not 
us; God will lead and direct if we remain open to His 

plan. Always stay open to the possibilities that God will 
unfold before you.  
 

There are a zillion memories of my time here. The food 
of course stands out! It has been so hard trying to 
maintain my weight with so many good cooks and bakers. 
The staff that was a delight to work with has provided 
sage advice, good work and great moments of comedy 
when stress ran high. Liturgy was always important and 
attention to details what I tried to impart. In some small 
way I hope you have been blessed by sharing this time 
with me. 
 

I remember driving to Ambridge on August 13, 2001. 
With Chica in the car, I prayed all the way and dedicated 
my pastorate to the Blessed Virgin. Now I will leave with 
Chica's remains and Zucca in the car. Once again I will 
seek Mary's intercession. Please continue to pray for me 
and know that all of you hold a very special place in my 
heart. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Novena Continues This Week 
The novena of prayer to Saint Anthony of Padua 
continues at Good Samaritan this Tuesday, May 22, with 
Mass at 7:00pm. Welcome back to the guest preacher, Fr. 
Chuck Baptiste, vicar at St. Bernadette, Monroeville.   
 
 

This Week we remember… 
 

The Sanctuary Candle 
  Mary Janicki (GS)   George Syms (SJ) 
     - Family    -Gadomski Family 

  

Holy Family Shrine Candle 
  Ted and Gertrude Karolak (GS)  

– Family 
 

Holy Trinity Shrine Candle 
      Frank Posega (GS) 

– Wife and Children 
 

Altar Flowers 
Shirley Smolnery (SJ) 

– Smolnery and Span Families 
 

 

H 



 
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 
St. Anthony Shrine Flowers 

In memory of Irene Jurcak  
- Charles and Barb Jurcak  

 

Bread and Wine 
  Ted and Gertrude Karolak (GS) 

- Family 
 
 

 
 

   
Monday, May 21, 2007 
6:00PM (GS) – RCIA (St. Joseph House) 
 
Tuesday, May 22, 2007 
10:00AM (GS) – Leisure Club (Jericho Hall) 
  6:30PM (GS) – St. Vincent de Paul (Jericho Hall) 
  6:30PM (SJ) – Choir Rehearsal  
  7:00PM (GS) – St. Anthony Novena – week 6 
  8:00PM (GS) – Bible Study Facilitators Meeting 
                          (St. Joseph House) 
   
Wednesday, May 23, 2007 
  7:00PM (GS) – Matthew Bible Study – Lesson 6  
                          (Church & St. Joseph House) 
 
Thursday, May 24, 2007 
7:00PM (SJ) – Great Adventure Bible Timeline 

Study – Lesson 6 
                          
Friday, May 25, 2007 
11:00AM (GS) – St. Matthew Bible Study – Lesson 6  

(St. Joseph House) 
  3:00PM (GS) – Eucharistic Adoration (Church) 
  7:00PM (GS) – Marian Prayer Group (Church) 
 
Saturday, May 26, 2007 
7:30 AM (GS) – Men’s Fellowship (Parish Center) 
 
Sunday, May 27, 2007 
Following 8:30 Mass (GS) – Baccalaureate Breakfast     

(Jericho Hall) 
   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

These are the intentions of the priest celebrants this week 
 

Monday, May 21, 2007 
Acts 19:1-8; John 16:29-33 
8:00AM (GS) John Strella 
                      - Craig and Joanne Kropf and Family 
    
Tuesday, May 22, 2007 
Acts 20:17-27; John 17:1-11a 
8:00AM (GS) Janet Cavish 
                       - Aunt Jo and Family 
7:00PM (GS) St. Anthony Novena  
          Irene Jurcak 

- Barbara Jurcak 
          Josephine Macurak 
          - Leisure Club 
 
Wednesday, May 23, 2007 
Acts 20:28-38; John 17:11b-19 
8:00AM (SJ) Helen Botsko 
          - John E. Marchezak 
6:30PM (GS) Stella and Sigmund Mrozewski 
                       – Mary Anne Mrozewski 
  
Thursday, May 24, 2007 
Acts 22:30; 23:6-11; John 17:20-26 
8:00AM (GS) Steven and Stephen Alan Furis 
                    - Rita Furis 
 
Friday, May 25, 2007 
Acts 25:13b-21; John 21:15-19 
8:00AM (SJ) Frank and Betty Sumrak      
     - sons, Frank, Rick and Tom 
 
Saturday, May 26, 2007 
Philip Neri, priest 
Genesis 11:1-9; Romans 8:22-27; John 7:37-39 
4:00PM (SJ) For the People of the Parish 
5:30PM (GS) For the People of the Parish 
 
Sunday, May 27, 2007   
Pentecost Sunday 
Acts 2:1-11; 1 Corinthians 12:3b-7, 12-13; John 20:19-23 
  8:30AM (GS) Joseph and Helen Yanko 
  - David and Jackie Yanko and Family 
  9:45AM (SJ) John Knopick 
                        - Margaret Knopick 
11:00AM (GS) Gretchen Heine 
  - godmother, Irene Grazulis 
 

 
 


